
 
Great Britain Open Water Swimming 

XI FINA World Championships 
Montreal, Canada 
17 – 23 July 2005  

(travel 13 – 25 July) 
 
 
 
 
Team Manager/ Coach: Sam Greetham   
 
 
Swimmer:   Alan Bircher 
      
 
  
Date final team names confirmed with office (office use only): 13 May 2005 

   
 
ASSEMBLY  Office Response  

Flights   Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair Poor  

Airline/s used:   British Airways  

Airport/s used:   Manchester and Heathrow   

Comments (if any - please keep brief):  Thank you to Yasmeen for her 
efficient and courteous manner as always in sorting tickets etc out. 

 

 

   
 
 
KIT & DISTRIBUTION  Office Response  

   Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair Poor  

Comments (if any - please keep brief):  Still awaiting kit 
 

 

 

     
 
  
ACCOMMODATION  Office Response  

Rooms   Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair Poor  

Location  Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair Poor  

General  Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair Poor 
Service  

 

Accommodation name, address and contact numbers: 
Hilton Montreal Bonaventure, 900 de La Gauchetiere W, Montreal. 
Tel: +1-514-878-2332 

 

Comments (if any - please keep brief):  Hotel accommodation was good 
however meals poor – ordinary and insufficient. 
 

 

5* Hotel selected by 
Team Manager.   Most 
expensive hotel package 
offered to teams.  (Also 
used by GB Swimming 
Team). 

 



 
 
TRAINING/COMPETITION VENUE  Office Response  

Location  Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair Poor  

Facilities  Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair Poor  

Access   Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair Poor  

Venue name, address and contact numbers:  
 Olympic Rowing Basin, St Lawrence River 
 

 

Comments (if any - please keep brief):  First week had limited transport   

 

 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Office Response  

Communication    Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair Poor 
with office 

 

Information from  Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair Poor 
Organisers 

 

Comments (if any - please keep brief): 
Thank you to Yasmeen Underwood for her help in organising this trip.  
 

 

 

      
    
 
USEFUL INFORMATION - anything regarding the competition, location, venue etc that may be of 
interest to future team manager, ie banks do not open on a Tuesday or females are required to cover 
heads in public places. 
Ideal location for 5 – 10k, maximum exposure for media coverage but 25k should be swum in open water 
as it brings out other qualities in the open water swimmer. 

     
 
RESULTS 
 
5km (12 entries) 
1. Lurz Thomas  GER 1979 51:17.2 
2. Peterson Chip  USA  1987  51:18.8 
3. Ercoli Simone  ITA  1979  51:18.9 
5. Bircher Alan  GBR  1981  51:37.6 
 
 
25km (30 entries – only 27 finished) 
1.  Meca David  ESP  1974  5:00.21.4 
2.  Capell Brendan AUS  1984  5:00.23.6 
3.  Stoychev Petar BUL  1976  5:00.28.4 
10.  Bircher Alan  GBR  1981  5:04.16.9 
 
 
10km (31 entries - GBR withdrew) 
1.  Peterson Chip  USA 1987  1:46.38.1 
2.  Lurz Thomas  GER  1979  1:46.45.2 
3.  Stoychev Petar BUL  1976  1:46.59.4 
 


